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Almond Board of Australia (ABA) is 

a non-profit, membership based 

organisation representing the 

interests of Australian almond 

growers, processors and marketers. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ !ƭƳƻƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ 

peak body, the ABA facilitates 

further growth of the industry, 

seeks to maximise its profitability and ensure its 

sustainability by providing a platform for industry 

members to collectively respond to industry wide issues, 

invest in research and marketing, share knowledge, and 

interact with government and other stakeholders. 

 

Information in this report has been sourced from the 

!.!Ωǎ internal data collection activities, the Almond 

Board of California (ABC), the United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA), Horticulture Australia Limited 

(HAL) and the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). 

In 2005 the Almond Board of Australia (ABA) embarked 

on an Industry Statistics Collection Program to facilitate 

the production of accurate and timely information with 

respect to the Australian Almond Industry. 

A major component of this program is an annual survey 

of Australian almond growers, intended to collect and 

update planting data.   

This report provides an overview of planting survey 

results.  It should be noted that this planting data does 

not account for plantings in previous years that have 

since been removed. 

Procedure 

The source of planting data summarised in this report is 

an Australian Almond Planting Survey, distributed to all 

known Australian almond growers.  More than 160 

surveys were distributed in September 2009.   

Surveys contain pre-printed data previously reported of 

almond plantings by variety, irrigation type, acreage, 

age, tree spacing and location.  Survey participants are 

requested to provide updated information of any new 

plantings, removals and corrections.  New growers were 

also issued with blank surveys for completion. 

 

Greater than 95% survey response was received in 2009.  

It is estimated that the remaining 5% collectively 

represents 225 hectares (556 acres) of almond 

plantings, less than 1% of total plantings.  

Results 

Total Australian almond plantings are estimated at 

27,903 hectares (68,950 acres).  Detailed survey data 

totals 27,678 hectares (68,394 acres), comprising 18,668 

bearing hectares (46,129 acres) and non-bearing 

plantings of 9,010 hectares (22,265 acres).  

Consequently non-bearing plantings equate to one third 

of current plantings.   

Nonpareil continues to be the most predominant 

variety, comprising approximately half of total plantings, 

followed by Carmel (32%) and Price (12%).  Collectively 

these three varieties represent 95% of total Australian 

almond plantings.   
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Almonds Worldwide 

¶ Consumer demand for almonds has increased 

globally and this trend is expected to continue due 

to the positive nut health message. 

¶ Taste, versatility and health benefits of almonds 

have all been major factors behind increasing 

worldwide consumption. 

¶ Global almond consumption has doubled over the 

past decade. 

¶ This demand growth trend is expected to continue, 

being led by major world producer: California, 

where the value of almonds exceeds US$2.3 billion. 

¶ Almonds are California's largest tree nut crop in 

total dollar value and acreage. They rank as the 

largest US specialty crop export, as well as the top 

agricultural export of the state of California with 

exports value of US$1.9 billion. 

 

Industry Growth 

¶ The Australian almond industry has undergone 

rapid expansion since 2001.   

¶ On a percentage basis, Australia is the fastest 

growing almond industry in the world. 

¶ In 2008, Australia produced 3% of world almonds, 

with major world producer being California (85%). 

¶ It is forecast that Australia will surpass Spain (6%) 

ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŀƭƳƻƴŘ 

producer within the next few years. 

Producing Regions 

Australian almonds are predominantly grown along the 

Murray River corridor, across three states: 

¶ New South Wales (NSW)  

¶ South Australia (SA) 

¶ Victoria (VIC) 

Australia has four major almond growing regions:  

¶ Adelaide 

¶ Riverland 

¶ Riverina 

¶ Sunraysia 

 

 

 

 

Value of Almonds 

¶ TheAustralian almond industry has a current 

estimated value of great than $250 million, with 

related exports of $121 million. 

¶ Additional production from newly planted orchards 

is expected to double ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ current value 

to an estimated $570 million by 2015. 

¶ The growing, harvesting, transporting, storage, 

processsing, value adding and marketing of 

almonds is a major contributor to the economic 

and social wellbeing of the Sunraysia district in 

Victoria and the Riverland of South Australia. 

Almond Plantings 

¶ Total Australian almond acreage has increased  

six-fold over the past nine years: 4,595 hectares 

(11,352 acres) in 2000 to more than 27,678 

hectares (68,394 acres) in 2009. 

¶ Approximately one quarter of Australian almond 

plantings have reached full maturity (eight years 

and older).  One third of total Australian almond 

plantings are non-bearing (less than three years). 

¶ 90% of total almond plantings are drip irrigated, 

with less than 10% under sprinkler irrigation. 

 

Almond Production 

¶ Australian almond production in 2009 totalled just 

over 36,500 tonnes (kernel).  

¶ Future production increases will occur as young 

plantings reach full maturity, bringing productive 

capacity to greater than 80,000 tonnes by 2015, 

more than double that of 2009 production. 

 

Investment in Almonds 

¶ Almonds have become an attractive crop for 

investors because the industry has proven to be 

profitable and stable over the longer term. 

¶ Reasons for this include the ability to develop and 

manage orchards on a larger scale, together with 

the development of new growing technologies that 

have enhanced profitability and maintained 

international competitiveness.  

Australian Almond Overview  
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Almond Plantings by Variety (Hectares) 

Variety Pre 2000 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 Bearing Non-B Total % 

Baxendale 89                     89 0 89 0% 
Butte 0             3 35 3   3 38 41 0% 

Carmel 726 259 536 177 506 801 810 1,900 2,383 606 89 5,715 3,078 8,792 32% 

Fritz 120 4 2                 126 0 126 0% 

Johnston 34 2 2         0       38 0 38 0% 

Keane 14 2 7 5 17 7   4 14 4 2 56 20 76 0% 

Mission 104                     104 0 104 0% 

Monterey 0     7 1 6 15 66 70 16 65 95 151 246 1% 

Ne Plus 228 16 10   1 0 0 0       254 0 254 1% 

Nonpareil 1,908 409 815 323 831 1,223 1,274 2,757 3,417 856 229 9,542 4,502 14,044 51% 

Other 44 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 48 3 51 0% 

Padre 0             3 35 3   3 38 41 0% 

Peerless 141 46 21 23 29 31 24 54 53 8 2 367 62 429 2% 

Price 238 91 211 75 229 288 363 735 871 235 12 2,230 1,118 3,349 12% 

TOTAL 3,648 829 1,608 609 1,614 2,356 2,480 5,516 6,878 1,731 401 18,668 9,010 27,678 100% 

% 13% 3% 6% 2% 6% 9% 9% 20% 25% 6% 1% 67% 33% 100% 

 Note: Totals may not add due to rounding 
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Almond Production by Variety (Tonnes Kernel) 

Variety 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Baxendale 250 3% 221 2% 189 2% 210 1% 163 1% 230 1% 168 1% 173 0% 

Carmel 1,577 17% 1,840 18% 2,483 22% 3,807 24% 4,246 27% 7,383 28% 7,996 31% 11,681 32% 

Chellaston 51 1% 43 0% 43 0% 42 0% 59 0% 62 0% 23 0% 33 0% 

Fritz 284 3% 309 3% 288 3% 321 2% 249 2% 331 1% 240 1% 151 0% 

Johnston 23 0% 24 0% 20 0% 16 0% 30 0% 36 0% 35 0% 47 0% 

Keane 46 0% 58 1% 62 1% 79 0% 112 1% 132 0% 70 0% 69 0% 

Mission 322 3% 325 3% 293 3% 333 2% 273 2% 314 1% 250 1% 196 1% 

Monterey 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 42 0% 97 0% 

Ne Plus 585 6% 635 6% 593 5% 616 4% 594 4% 823 3% 527 2% 443 1% 

Nonpareil 5,265 56% 5,427 54% 6,028 53% 8,691 54% 7,989 50% 13,751 52% 13,430 52% 18,686 51% 

Peerless 340 4% 384 4% 558 5% 466 3% 491 3% 609 2% 597 2% 693 2% 

Price 318 3% 399 4% 474 4% 936 6% 903 6% 2,037 8% 2,338 9% 4,023 11% 

Other 300 3% 429 4% 442 4% 660 4% 802 5% 848 3% 342 1% 209 1% 

TOTAL 9,361 100% 10,093 100% 11,474 100% 16,178 100% 15,917 100% 26,555 100% 26,060 100% 36,500 100% 
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2009 Almond Sizing Distribution 
 

VARIETY / 
SIZE 

AVG 
COUNT 

NONPAREIL CARMEL PRICE WEIGHTED 
TOTAL 

16/18 17.0 1% 0% 0% 1% 

18/20 19.0 5% 2% 1% 3% 

20/22 21.0 11% 5% 3% 8% 

23/25 22.0 29% 28% 11% 27% 

25/27 26.0 31% 34% 24% 31% 

27/30 28.0 13% 18% 23% 16% 

30/35 32.5 7% 10% 28% 10% 

35/40 37.5 2% 3% 9% 3% 

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 

AVERAGE SIZE 24.83 25.85 28.67 25.61 
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