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In a Nutshell 

The Almond Board of Australia is the 
peak industry body representing the 
interest of almond growers, processors 
and marketers in Australia in matters 
of national importance including 
regulation, legislation, marketing 
research and development. 
In a Nutshell will be published 
quarterly in February, May, November 
and November to bring news to all 
industry contacts and members. 
 
Membership 
The Almond Board of Australia offers 
membership to growers, processors, 
marketers and interested parties. 
Annual fees are: 
Full Membership:  $110 
Associate Membership: $66 
Australian Nutgrower: $66 
 
Advertising/Editorial 
The Almond Board of Australia 
acknowledges contributions made by 
private enterprise through placement 
of advertisements in this publication.  
Any advertising and/or editorial 

supplied to this publication does not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 
Almond Board of Australia and unless 
otherwise specified, no products and/
or services are endorsed by this 
organisation 
 
Editor 
Jo Ireland 
Communications Coordinator 
Almond Board of Australia 
9 William Street, PO Box 2246 
BERRI  SA  5343 
t +61 8 8582 2055 
f +61 8 8582 3503 
e jireland@australianalmonds.com.au 
w www.australianalmonds.com.au 
 
These projects were facilitated by HAL 
in partnership with the Almond Board 
of Australia. They were funded by the 
R&D levy and/or  voluntary 
contributions from industry. The 
Australian Government provides 
matched funding for all HALôs R&D 
activities. 

Edition Booking Deadline Advertising Deadline 

February 2008 January 1 January 31 

May 2008 April 1 April 30 

August 2008 July 1 July 31 

November 2008 October 1 October 31 

contents  

Staffing Changes  

The ABA recently said a sad farewell to our office 

receptionist Rachel Swanson (pictured left) 

After growing up in the Riverland and working with the 
ABA for 3 years, Rachel has made the decision to 
move on to Adelaide. Rachel will be sorely missed by 
all office staff and we wish Rachel the very best in 

future! 

In the short term we have decided to fill this role 
internally, with Jo Ireland (Communications 
Coordinator) extending her duties to encompass 

management of our office reception.   

Joôs role is now quite diverse, she provides 
administrative support for our Almond Marketing 
Program and promotes Australian almonds at various 
consumer shows including the Good Food Shows 
and Royal Shows.  Jo provides valuable support for a 

range of ABA communications including our website, newsletter, the 
Australian Nutgrower Journal and our annual conference.  Jo also holds 

the role of secretary for the Australian Nut Industry Council (ANIC). 

As a result of this change, we are aiming to streamline our 
communications to members and other industry stakeholders.  
Increasingly we will be distributing  information via email and fax, rather 
than hard copy mail-outs, which tend to be costly and time consuming.  
Please keep us informed of any changes to your contact details, 

particularly email or fax changes to ensure that you are kept informed. 

The INDUSTRY section of the ABA website 
www.australianalmonds.com.au also provides a useful source of 
industry information.  Over the coming weeks, all almond growers (levy 
payers) will be provided with a letter from the ABA notifying you of  your 
Username and Password details for access to the log-in section of the 
website.  Access to this site will increasingly become an important 
means for getting up-to-date industry information.  Should you have any 
questions please contact Jo Ireland at the ABA office: (08) 8582 2055 

or email: jireland@australianalmonds.com.au 

Please note that the ABA office will be closed from 24th December 2007 
and reopening on Wednesday, 2nd January 2008.  We wish you all a 

relaxing and enjoyable Christmas / New Year break. 
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Please note that the Almond 
Board of Australia Office will be 
closed from: 

Monday,  
December 24th 

And re-open on: 

Wednesday,  
January 2nd 

For any urgent questions  
please contact: 

Ben Brown: 0447 447 223 or  
Jo Ireland: 0417 819 765 
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DROUGHT PROJECT 
Enhancing the Resilience of 

Permanent Horticulture 
 

Background 
The South Australian government has recently funded a project in 
response to the ongoing drought and dramatically reduced irrigation 
allocations for River Murray irrigators.   
Recognising that drought events are likely to become more common in 
the future, the project will involve collection and collation of information 
relating to the response of permanent horticultural crops to reduced 
irrigation allocations.  Following the data collection, it is aimed to 
develop policy and advice to assist government and irrigators respond 
to future drought events.  The ultimate goal will be to become a more 
resilient and sustainable permanent horticultural industry in the 
Riverland/Sunraysia region. 
The Almond Board of Australia is supporting the project and invites all 
Almond growers to participate in providing information to the project 
for the long term benefit of the whole industry. 

 

Project Method 
Project Leader, Mark Skewes will be managing the almond related 
activities for the project. 
A major focus will be the collection of information from irrigated 
properties across the Riverland and Sunraysia, to assess the amount 
and pattern of irrigation applied, other drought related management 
practices adopted (e.g. canopy management), and any consequent 
outcomes on yield and quality. 
Once normal water availability is restored, orchard recovery will be 
monitored and a comparison made between recovery and the severity 
and duration of water restrictions. 

 

Almond Grower Involvement 
If you are an almond grower in Sunraysia or the Riverland, please 
consider becoming involved in this project.  The size of plantings 
monitored could range anywhere from one specific planting patch to 
the whole property. 
As a participant, you will be asked to record all irrigation 
events applied to the specified plantings and record 
other drought related management practices applied, 
such as canopy management, modified fertiliser 
applications, pest and disease treatments, etc.  Tools 
will be provided to assist in the data collection process.  
However if you have access to existing record keeping 
tools or monitoring equipment such as soil water 
monitoring devices, that would also be very useful. 

 

How to Get Involved 
If you would like to be part of this project, please contact: 
 

Mark Skewes 
Loxton Research Centre, Bookpurnong Road, Loxton 

PO Box 411, Loxton SA 5333 
T: 08 8595 9149  F: 08 8595 9199 

M: 0408 800 681  E: skewes.mark@saugov.sa.gov.au 

ALMOND GROWER 
FIELD DAY 

 
 

Demonstration Site -  
Sam Pearce (Renmark) 

Demonstration Site -  
Jubilee Almonds 

Optimisation Trial - CT Farms 
 
 

Thursday, 13th December 2007 
Bus departing ABA office, 9 William Street,  

Berri at 9:30am (SA Time) 
 

10:00am (SA Time) ï Sam Pearce 
1:00pm (SA Time) ï Jubilee Almonds 

3:00pm (SA Time) ï CT Farms 
 

Background 
Field day will include three separate field visits: two 

demonstration sites and the CT Optimisation Trial. 

Bus will depart from the ABA office at 9:30am.  Growers are 
also welcome to travel to the site/s of interest in their own 

vehicle 

Lunch will be provided at Jubilee Almonds at approximately 

12:30pm. 

Demonstration Sites 
Sam Pearce  

Drip irrigation, loam & clay based soil, 60% water treatment 
and the low fertigation program  
(N:P:K = 240:50:400). 

Jubilee Almonds 
Sprinkler irrigation, sand based soil, 100% water treatment and 
the standard fertigation program  
(N:P:K = 320:50:600). 

CT Optimisation Trial 
This Open Day session is aimed to provide ample question 
and answer time, including a visual assessment of the trial, 
with a particular focus on last winterôs pruning.  Growers are 
encouraged to come prepared with questions regarding the 
trial. 

 

RSVP to the ABA Office 
 

N.B.  Please indicate if you will be travelling by bus 
    or car and if you require lunch. 

If driving, maps are available from the ABA office. 
Phone:  (08) 8582 2055 
Email:   admin@australianalmonds.com.au  

mailto:skewes.mark@saugov.sa.gov.au
mailto:admin@australianalmonds.com.au
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The essence of the partnership between 
industries and governments for tackling exotic 
pest threats is contained in the Emergency Plant 
Pest Response Deed (Deed).  The Almond Board 
of Australia was involved in negotiating the 
groundbreaking agreement with federal and state/
territory governments and the Nut industry, and 
the Almond Board of Australia signed the Deed 
on October 26, 2006. 
Becoming a signatory delivered industry and 
growers immediate protection, conveying a pre-
agreed plan for incursions. The Deed remains a 
world-first in securing a partnership between 
government and industry in combating pest and 
disease incursions. This agreement has been 
regarded as a model partnership between 
government and industry for combating 
biosecurity threats. 

ñDespite the assistance from government it was 
not an easy process. But I am pleased to say that 
this agreement is one which truly benefits our 
industryò, said Julie Haslett, Almond Board of 
Australiaôs CEO. ñWe now have an assurance of 
government involvement and support in 
managing/eradicating outbreaks of exotic pests. 
And more than that, the Deed covers how 
governments will help if an exotic pest incursion 
occurs, and outlines how each party is involved in 
the decision-making process. This is extremely 
important and the most valuable benefit we could 
haveò. 

Then and now 

In the past, every outbreak of an exotic pest was 
dealt with on a case-by-case basis. There was no 
certainty of government support and sometimes 
industries were unsure of their role. The situation 
left industries at risk and everyone unclear on 
who was responsible for what during an 
emergency. 
Now, the Deed sets out very clearly: 

A collaborative approach to decision making by 
government and industry 

Roles and responsibilities in the event of an 
outbreak (called an incursion). 

Agreed óreimbursementô provisions (known 
as Owner Reimbursement Costs) where a 
grower has their crop or property destroyed 
as part of an agreed response. 

An agreement by governments and 
industry to work together to help prevent 
new biosecurity threats to Australia 

Funding arrangements for responses to 
outbreaks , including how much 
governments and industries will contribute 
for different pests. 

Partners in tackling emergency plant pest threats 

This is one of a series of articles on Biosecurity prepared by the Almond Board 
of Australia and Plant Health Australia  

Our involvement and undertakings 

Through the Deed, the Almond industry is able 
to be involved in every step of developing and 
deploying an incursion management program. 
Two high-level management committees take 
control in the event of an incursion ï the 
Consultative Committee on Emergency Plant 
Pests, with government plant health and industry 
representatives (in our case Julie Haslett and 
Ben Brown) and the National Management 
Group, with agriculture department CEOôs and 
industry representatives (in our case Brendan 
Sidhu and Tony Spiers). The industry or 
industries affected have representatives on each 
committee and no decisions with impact on the 
industry are taken without the unanimous 
agreement of the committees. 
Every partnership involves action and in this 
Deed there are some activities we as an industry 
must adhere to. Critical among these are 
prevention and early detection. First, we must 
encourage all growers and others, to report any 
unusual or unknown pests that they see. The 
sooner an exotic pest is detected and reported, 
the more likely we are to contain and eradicate 
it. Secondly, we must actively inform and 
educate growers on the on-farm practices they 
can adopt to ensure good biosecurity and 
thereby reduce the risks of introducing unwanted 
pests to their property and the industry. 

Who pays and how much 

Containing and hopefully eradicating an 
incursion takes people, time and money. 
The Deed sets out a formula for who 
pays what share of the cost of 
eradication. Itôs a sliding scale, with 
shares divided between government 
and the industry. For example, if the 
new pest has potential for great public 
impact (say the environment or 
regional economies/communities) 
then the governments (state/territory 
and federal) will pay a higher 
proportion. On the other hand, if 
industry is primarily affected by the 
incursion (e.g. increased 
production costs) then we pay 
more of the total cost. 
The formula for determining 
shares will be different for each 
pest and each incursion as agreed in 
advance in the Deed. Industry is involved in the 
decisions about cost shares. This is on-going 
based on the priority pests identified in Industry 
Biosecurity Plans. 

The Industry Contribution 

Where an industry must contribute, there are 
different ways they can generate the funds. 
In the Almond industryôs case, a biosecurity 
levy has been approved. It is set at zero, and 
activated if it is needed to fund an agreed 
incursion management plan. 
If an industry must contribute and do not yet 
have the funds, the Australian Government 
has committed to help. They will initially pay 
the industryôs contribution on the undertaking 
that the industry will repay within a certain 
time (usually no more than 10 years).  All 
industry signatories have a legally binding 
commitment to ensure they have the means/
mechanisms to repay the Australian 
Government. 

Protecting your business 

Businesses in the Almond industry are more 
protected and trade more secure as a result 
of the Deed. ñItôs like a unique insurance 
policy for the industryò said Haslett. ñWe get 
government support to deal with an 
incursion. Weôre involved in the process 
every step of the way. And we donôt have to 

pay the ópremiumô unless we make a claimò.  

Want more info? If you would like more information, get of a copy of 

our Biosecurity Plan. You can download it at 
www.planthealthaustralia.com.au  and follow  

the links to  ñProject Documentsò 
and ñBiosecurity 
Plansò 

or request it on disk by emailing admin@phau.com.au or phoning Plant Health Australia on  
02 6260 4322. 


